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.SPECIFICATION fiber. A major advantage of transmitting information in 
optical form is the very large bandwidth and low losses associated with 
single mode optical fibers. 

To reduce cost while still maintaining an acceptably low 
blocking characteristic, space-division switching networks are 
frequently designed to include a plurality of stages of switching nodes. 
The node stages are... 

.typically selective in that they can connect any one of a plurality of 
node inputs to any one of a plurality of node outputs in response to 
control signals defining the desired connections. A necessary component 
for selectively interconnecting the nodes of a communication network in 
this manner, however, is a. . . 
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Detailed Description 

Claims 

English Abstract 

A method of extending promotional discounts and special prices on 

items for sale to identified consumers using an electronic promotinal 
link which include computer (11) for a Discount Administration Process 
(DAP) connected to a Discount Administration Process Advertising Server 
(DAPAS) (14) which in turn is connected to a mail server (18) used to 
generate direct mailing to selected consumers. After the identification 
of a consumer by a unique identifier, a selected item is promoted with a 
discount or special price to the identified consumer. The discount 
or special price is granted upon a purchase of the item by the 
identified consumer prior to withdrawal or termination of the promotion 
to the identified consumer. The withdrawal or termination of the 
promotion is held in abeyance upon an acknowledgement of the 
promotion by the identified consumer. This inverted promotion provides 
for greater incentives for the consumer to provide information about her 



^ 

or his purchasing... 
Detailed Description 

... a result, the consumer's response to the incentive contributes more 
consumer information. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides for a method of extending promotional 

discounts on items for sale to consumers. The method includes 
identifying a consumer by a unique identifier; promoting a selected item 
with a discount or special price to the identified consumer; 
withdrawing the discount to the identified consumer; granting the 

discount or special price upon purchase of the item by the 
identified consumer prior to the withdrawing step; and holding the 
withdrawing step in abeyance upon an acknowledgment of the promoting 
step by the identified consumer. Stated differently, the identified 
consumer must take specific action to prevent a promotional discount 
from being withdrawn. By doing so, the present invention provides for 
greater incentives for the consumer to provide information about his or 
her purchasing habits... web site does not require expensive direct mail 
notification. 

The cash registers 21 and the kiosk 28 are connected to a store computer 
22, which maintains the centralized inventory, pricing and discount 
infori-nation of the store. In turn, the store computer 22 is connected 
via a network to a master... 

...acts as a clearinghouse for avariety of distribution, inventory and 
other information used in store operations. In this network, the master 
store computer 23 might hold the consumer database and the promotion 

discounts that have been determined. The computer 23 is also the 
ultimate repository of the additional consumer infon-nation from the 

responses from the identified consumers to the inverted promotion for 
the store. 

Alternatively, the store computers 22 might act for distributed or 
localized promotions. 

Of course the promoted discounts on a screen or simply prints them out 
for the consumer. Such might be sufficient to hold any cancellation of 
a discount in abeyance. In one specific example, the consumer simply 
swipes his or her loyalty card through a reader and a high speed printer 
at the kiosk 28 prints out a list of inverted promotions. Alternatively, 
the kiosk 28 might require some response from the consumer for a 
promoted discount before the cancellation is terminated. 

Then again, a handheld scanner could be used to display the inverted 
promotion to the consumer as he scans an... 

Claim 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

I I. A method of extending promotional discounts on items for sale to 2 
consumers, comprising 3 identifying a consumer by a unique identifier; 4 
promoting a selected item with a discount or special price to an 
identified consumer; 6 withdrawing said discount or special price to said 
identified consumer; 7 granting said discount upon purchase of said 
item by said identified 8 consumer prior to said withdrawing step; and 9 
holding said withdrawing step in abeyance upon an acknowledgment of 
said promoting step by said identified consumer. 

1 2. The method of claim I wherein said promoting step comprises e 2 mail 
transmission to... 

...1 14. The method of claim 13 wherein said notifying step is performed 2 
when said withdrawing step is performed. 



1 15. A method of extending promotional discounts on items for sale to 



2 consumers, comprisi 3 identifying a consumer by a ^ique identifier; 
4 promoting a first selected item with a discount or special price to an 
identified consumer; 6 withdrawing said discount or special price to said 
identified consumer; 7 granting said discount upon purchase of said 
item by said identified 8 consumer prior to said withdrawing step; and 9 
holding said withdrawing step in abevance upon an acknowledgment of 
said promoting step by said identified consumer. 

1 16. The method of claim 15 wherein said discount or special price 2 
comprises a free... 
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Claim 

entry comprised of a first promotional code and a first discount and 
said second promotional entry comprised of a second promotional code and 
a second discount ; maintaining , at a first location in said memory 
subsystem, a first count of said total number of times said first 
promotional code is received by said computer system; maintaining , at a 
second location in said memory subsystem, a second count of said total 
number of times said second promotional code is received by said... if 
said entered promotional code matches said first promotional code, 
incrementing said first count stored in said memory subsystem by one and 
transmitting said first discount amount to a point-of-sale transaction 
device coupled to said computer system; if said received promotional code 
matches said second promotional code, incrementing said second count 
stored in said memory subsystem by one and transmitting said second 
discount amount to said point-of-sale transaction device; retrieving 
said first and second counts from said memory subsystem; performing a 
comparative analysis of consumer response to said first and second to 
promotions for said product by comparing said first count to said second 
count . 

49. A method of .analyzing consumer... 
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Abstract (Basic) : WO 9926176 Al 

NOVELTY - The method presents consumer with discount of choice of 
available items in store associated with key, or collection of stores 
over the Internet (13) . Selections of these made by the consumer is via 
a computer (10) are recorded. On purchase of the items at the store by 
the consumer this data is received and the selections and purchases 
reconciled to record a credit in the customer account. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - Dnlike paper or electronic coupons, no 
consumer action other than the selection of promotions desired is 
required for purchases of items. 

DSE - For discounting and promotion of goods and services to 
consumers and to the electronic distribution of these promotions, such 
as discounts, rebates and special prices for goods and services. 

ADVANTAGE - Permits a unified display and reconciliation of both 
discounts by adding 2 discounts on the same item and by displaying both 
discounts to the same consumer account. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The drawing shows a block diagram of an 
advertising link between consumers and the discount administration 
process . 

the Internet (13) 
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